
Town of LaFontaine_________________________________________________ 

PO Box 207               Telephone: 765-981-4591 

13 West Branson Street                                                             Fax: 765-981-4593 

LaFontaine, IN  46940 

 

Meeting Minutes 

Monday July 14, 2014 

 

Opening: 

The regular meeting of the LaFontaine Town Council was called to order at 7:00 PM on Monday 

July 14, 2014 in the Town Hall by Council President Dan Guenin. 

 

Present: 

Councilmen: Dan Guenin, Jon Gillespie, Gary Henderson 

 Others: Denny Jones,  Paul Karst, Cynthia Gorham, Kristie Bone, Al Plummer, Tom 

Simpson, Thatcher Simpson, Lewis Holderman, Cindy Holderman, Mike Holderman, Tom Polk, 

Todd Dale, Janet Pattee, Nikki McGinnis, Diane Packard, Caitlyn Balsis and Mark Gorham. 

 

A. Approval of Agenda 

There was no new agenda. 

        

B. Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting were unanimously approved as distributed. 

 

C. Open Issues 

1. Caitlyn Balsis asked the board to make a new ordinance or revise the existing one 

about having a chicken coop in town.  She gave several reasons on why she would 

like the change.  Ms. Balsis is teaching her children responsibility, saving money at 

the grocery store, eating healthy, living a positive way of life and giving children the 

opportunity to participate in 4-H.  She likes being able to raise her own organic food 

and is using the waste from the chickens as organic fertilizer in her garden.  She came 

up with the idea of having a permit to have chickens in town and the benefits from 

that were, the town could generate money from permits, giving children the 

opportunity to learn and grow, the town could put restrictions with the permit to 

control such things as the number of chickens and how they were to be housed.  She 

also mentioned that numerous cities and towns across the United States are changing 

their ordinances for citizens to have chickens in cities and towns, zoning is the 

biggest issue for this change. 

 



2. Todd Dale brought in the legal paperwork for the vacating of the alley between 101 

Kendall Street and 105 Kendall Street.  He would like to either vacate the alley or 

make it a private drive due to people driving too fast down the alley and thinks the 

town does not maintain it.  Al Plummer, the Town's attorney, read the paperwork and 

it states that Walter Brandle and Lewis Holderman properties would be effected if 

this was closed and if they ever sold the properties there would be no easements and 

once closed, it's a permanent thing.  The Town Council decided to not close the alley 

and is considering putting stop signs in the alley to slow people down.  Mr. Dale is 

going to build a fence along the alley. 

 

3. Tom Simpson and his son, Thatcher Simpson, brought in the money he raised at 

the La Fontaine festival this year with his lemonade stand.  He made $151.00 and 

donated it to the park fund.  Thatcher did this last year too and raised $191.13 for the 

park.  Tom Simpson approached the La Fontaine Lions Club to have a fund raiser for 

the park. Tom Polk from the Lions Club brought in $1862.54 for the park that they 

raised during the fund raiser. 

 

4.  Nikki McGinnis wanted to acknowledge the town for picking up the trash that has 

been on Parker Street.  She thinks that there should be stop signs put up in the alley to 

slow down traffic, she is concerned with children playing and animals that are in 

people's backyards.   

 

5.  Kristie Bone, clerk-treasurer from the Town of Lagro, has been helping with the 

books.  We have the books balanced and are working on the 2015 budget.  Janet 

Pattee asked if they could see it.  You can go on the DLGF website and view the 

budget for the Town of La Fontaine for 2015. 

 

 

D. New Business 

 

1.  The board was asked by the clerk-treasurer, Cynthia Gorham, to purchase Boyce 

Forms/Systems software to do our bills with.  The old cards are being phased out and this 

is their new system.  This was approved by the board, President Dan Guenin made the 

motion and Gary Henderson seconded it.   

 

2.  Clerk-treasurer, Cynthia Gorham, asked the board to pay the penalities from the 

Indiana State withholding taxes from October through December of 2013 that the last 

clerk-treasurer did not pay on time.  The total was $80.03 and due by August 29, 2014. 

 



3.  After talking to the State Board of Accounts, they suggested that we transfer money 

from several line items to help with the balance in the general fund.  This was approved, 

the motion was made by Jon Gillespie and seconded by Dan Guenin. 

 

4.  Dennis Jones announced his retirement date for November 1, 2014.  Mr. Jones has 

worked for the Town for the last 37 years.  We are keeping Mr. Jones on a retainer and he 

will be part time for training and to run under his water certifications.  The board is 

planning to promote Paul Karst as the water superintendant and Brett Webb is running 

the sewer department under his certifications. 

 

  

E. Police Report 

Incoming Calls -49  Accident Investigations -0  Incident Reports –1 

Arrest –   0 (0-Traffic, 0-Juvenile Dept., 0-Ord. Violation, 0-Warrant) 

Warnings – 15(1 -Traffic, 1-No Trespass, 13-Ord. Violation) 

Assists – 6 (2-Funeral, 4-Agency, 0 -Lockout, 0 -Ambulance, 0-Fire) 

Funds Received – $0.00 

Current Balance - $931.71 

 

 

F. Utility Report 

1.  La Fontaine's annual consumer water report was distributed by July 1, 2014 to all 

residents and businesses in town.  The report shows that the water is clean and safe 

for consumption.  This is required to be done by the State of Indiana. 

 

2.  We sell water at a bulk water rate since the Town opened the water plant.  Ken 

Parsons has a pool fill business and buys his water off of the Town.  He purchased 

774,800 gallons of water.  He issued a check to the Town for $5565.28 for the water. 

 

3.  The vendor we purchase our chlorine from is not supplying the same size we have 

always used.  We will use all we have left and return the bottles for a refund of 

$700.00. 

 

4.  Nothing to report in the sewer department. 

 

 

1. Misc. -   

a.  Several code violations were issued during the month. 

 



b.  We are having the Town attorney, Al Plummer, look into getting an unsafe 

building torn down.   

 

 

G. Adjournment 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM.  The next general meeting will be at 7:00 PM on 

Monday August 11, 2014 in the La Fontaine Town Hall.  

 

Minutes submitted by: Cynthia Gorham 


