
Town of La Fontaine 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

PO Box 207                                                                            Telephone: (765)981-4591 

13 West Branson Street                                                                     Fax: (765)981-4593 

La Fontaine, IN  46940 

 

Meeting Minutes 

Monday June 13, 2016 

Opening: 

The regular meeting of the La Fontaine Town Council was called to order at 7:00 PM on Monday June 13, 

2016 in the Town Hall by Council President Jay Gillespie. 

Present: 

Town Council: Jay Gillespie, Janet Pattee, Lori Brane 

               Others: Jordan Tandy, Paul Karst, Eva Simpson, Sharon Petro, John Petro, Dick Wright, Marlin E. 

Pattee, Terry Hiple, Rigna Hiple, Rita Miller, Janice Zellers, Larry Zellers, Maxine Taylor, Donna Nose, Leora 

Chambers, Charles Chambers, Gary Wood, Amy Brandle, Belinda Snyder, Dennis Jones, Brett Webb, Ken 

Parson, Mike Keaffaber and Eric Grafton. 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

B. Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting were unanimously approved as distributed for the regular May 

9, 2016 meeting.  A motion to pass the minutes was made by Lori Brane, it was seconded by Janet 

Pattee.  The vote was 3 to 0. 

 

The Town Council had a administrative meeting on June 12, 2016.  The minutes were taken by Lori 

Brane.  A motion to pass the administrative meeting minutes was made by Lori Brane, it was 

seconded by Janet Pattee.  The vote was 3 to 0. 

 

       C.   New Business 

 

1. The La Fontaine Methodist Church wants to have their Sunday service in the park on Sunday, 

July 31, 2016.  A motion was made to allow the church to use the park by Lori Brane and 

seconded by Janet Pattee.  The vote was 3 to 0.   

 

2. The second reading of Ordinance #3, 2016 - An Ordinance Adopting the State Board of 

Accounts Internal Control Standards for Indiana Political Subdivisions was read and voted on.  

A motion was made by Janet Pattee and seconded by Lori Brane.  The vote was 3 to 0. 

 

3. Ordinance #4, 2016 - An Ordinance Establishing Fund #257, "LOIT Special Distribution", the first 

reading was done and voted on.  A motion was made by Janet Pattee and seconded by Lori 

Brane.  The vote was 3 to 0.  There was a motion to suspend the rules by Jay Gillespie and 

seconded by Lori Brane.  The vote was 3 to 0.  The second reading was done for Ordinance 

#4, 2016 - An Ordinance Establishing Fund #257, "LOIT Special Distribution".  A motion was 

made by Janet Pattee and seconded by Lori Brane.  The vote was 3 to 0.  

 



4. Belinda Snyder is having problems with sewer odor at her residence.   She said it is interfering 

with her normal life and is having toilet paper coming up in her yard after heavy rain.  The 

Town Superintendant was unaware of the problem and he will look into it. 

 

5. Terry Hiple approached the Town Council about three properties on North Wabash Avenue, 

several residents have overgrown yards, too many vehicles and one home needing to be 

condemned.  He believes that these things need to be reinforced  and who is responsible for 

writing a letter to tell them to clean up their properties.  By Ordinance there is nothing about 

the number of vehicles that a person can have but it does state that the vehicles have to be 

running and plated.  There is an Ordinance about overgrown yards but the Town 

Superintendant wasn't aware of any yards that were in Ordinance violation on N. Wabash 

Avenue, the house that Mr. Hiple is referring to has been mowed but has bushes and trees that 

are overgrown.  Town Council President, Jay Gillespie asked how the Ordinance is enforced.  

Town Superintendant, Paul Karst explained that the first notice is hanging in the window of the 

Town Hall and the Ordinance is posted in the newspaper in the spring.  If the Town 

Superintendant sees a yard that is in violation of the Ordinance, a notice is put on the resident's 

door and made aware that they need to mow their yard or could end up having to pay us to 

do it or possibly have a lien put on their property.  Mr. Karst said that three residents so far this 

year have had a notice put on their door and every resident has complied with the 

Ordinance.  Council Member, Janet Pattee said that 211 W. Kendall Street be looked at due to 

grass and weeds being over 18-20 inches high.  Jay Gillespie, Town Council President asked if 

there was anything about boats and trailers in an Ordinance.  Mr. Karst said there is nothing 

specific about a boat or trailer, they just have to be plated.  Mr. Karst and the Town Council will 

look into the issues that were mentioned.   

 

6. Amy Brandle is having bad drainage issues in her yard and it is creating erosion problems at 

her residence.  It was mentioned that a sinkhole has been fixed prior and there was an 

estimate done to fix the problem in 2015.  She has brought this issue to the Town Council on 

previous occasions before and wanted the new Town Council to be aware of the issue that is 

still going on at her residence.  Amy said that she has lived in her home for 10 years and the 

water is now flowing over the road and is like a river flowing through the property every time in 

rains.  The Town Superintendant mentioned that an estimate was done about three years ago 

to fix this drainage problem and it cost $22,000.00.  The Town Council will look into this problem. 

 

7. Mike Keaffaber the new Superintendent with Metropolitan School District (MSD) attended the 

meeting to discuss the meter being changed at the school in 2015.  Mr. Keaffaber was not 

working as the Superintendent at MSD during that time and was unaware of this happening.  

He said that it is his understanding that the existing meter was a 1 1/2 inch meter and was 

changed to a 5/8 inch meter, which lowered the cost of the monthly utility bill around $200.00.  

The Town Council has requested that MSD change their meter back to a 1 1/2 inch meter.  The 

MSD School Board discussed that it was changed to save costs and that they feel they 

shouldn't have to change it back due to not having any students attending at La Fontaine 

Elementary.  MSD feels like they have donated playground equipment to the Town for the La 

Fontaine Park, brought in fiber optic capabilities for the Town and by doing these things this 

makes up for the cost difference in their utility bill.  Mr. Keaffaber is requesting that the meter 

stay at the 5/8 inch.  Town Council member, Lori Brane added that at the Town Council 

meeting in 2015 when this was first discussed, there was no vote or action made on changing 

the meter and it was changed by the next Town Council meeting.  Council President, Jay 

Gillespie said that he attended the meeting in 2015 and there were no votes cast about 

changing the meter.  The Town Council believes that since no action or vote was done in the 

meeting in 2015, that the meter should be changed back to a 1 1/2 inch meter, the proper 

procedures should have taken place and they want things to be fair for all of the residents in 

Town.  Dennis Jones, the Town's Contracted Water Operator mentioned that he was part of 

the conversation when the meter was changed.  He said that during his career with the Town 

that he never knew of the Council voting on changing a meter and that most times when a 

person or company was in the process of building, they chose the size of meter for their 

specific needs.  The Town Attorney, Jordan Tandy said that the new Council is slowly in the 

process of putting procedures in place that need to be followed.  The Town Council did not 



vote on this subject.  There was a question asked about what is going on with the old school.  

Mr. Keaffaber said they are taking sealed bids, if you are interested you can take a tour of the 

building.   

 

8. Amy Brandle also brought information to the Town Council about the La Fontaine Park.  There 

has been a small Park Committee formed and they have raised money for the park through 

donations, fund raisers and t-shirt sales.  They need a plan in place to move forward with their 

project but the Town Council has the final say in what can be done.  There are several 

questions that have been raised at the park meetings that need to be addressed to move 

forward.  Many are worried about the security of the park and it's equipment.  The Park 

Committee thinks it would be a good idea to have a camera set up on the Town's webpage 

so people would know it is being watched at all times and a maintenance plan to keep the 

park safe and fun.  There was a trail camera purchased with the park fund money and the 

committee wants to know where it is at and that it should be being used.  The Town Marshal, 

Paul Karst said that the trail camera was put at the park but it has to be at a certain height to 

trip the camera on.  He said that it was taken out due to kids coming up to it and the possibility 

of it being stolen.  Mr. Karst said that a surveillance camera is what is needed at the park.  The 

grant writer that has been working on the project is no longer working for us, there has only 

been one grant that has been applied for so far.  The Park Committee has raised $15,400.00 for 

the park with the La Fontaine Lions Club.  Lori Brane is working on a grant from the State and 

will be having a meeting on June 22 about the process.  The Metropolitan School District (MSD)  

donated their old park equipment to the Town but the committee has tabled the idea of using 

that due to the costs involved with the move and over all stability of the piece once it is 

moved.  There are plans for a fund raising rummage sale at the end of July.    

 

9. Richard Wright wanted to know how you can bill someone for zero gallons of water.  His water 

had been shut off and he does not think he owes for the last bill of 700 gallons.  He does not 

believe that he could use over 500 gallons a month due to it just being him in his home.  Mr. 

Wright said he installed a meter in his basement and that the meters do not say the same 

usage, he thinks that the meter needs to be replaced and that it freezes up in the winter 

months due to it not being deep enough in the ground.  The Town Council President, Jay 

Gillespie asked the Town Superintendant if he knew about this problem of the meter freezing in 

the winter months, Mr. Karst said he has done this for almost three years and was never aware 

of that problem.  Mr. Wright explained that he takes care of the problem himself.  It was 

mentioned that the only person that is to open the meter pit is an employee of the Water 

Department.  It was explained to Mr. Wright that from the day the meter was read and the day 

the water was shut off, that 700 gallons were consumed and that the last bill he received was 

correct.  The meter has been pad locked to make sure it wasn't being turned on and off.  Town 

Council President, Jay Gillespie told Mr. Wright that the Town would change his meter when he 

had his utility bill paid in full and turned back on.   

 

10. Brett Webb has worked for the Town of La Fontaine since 1998, he resigned from the Town 

Assistant Superintendent and Wastewater Operator positions on May 4, 2016.  The employee 

handbook that is in place says that each employee receives 6 sick days a year and can roll 

unused days over until they reached a total of 66 sick days.  Brett has already received his pay 

for the 15 vacation days he had left on his last paycheck.  Jordan Tandy, the Town's Attorney 

explained that he met with Brett at his office a couple of weeks ago to discuss how much 

unused sick time he should get paid for and the amount he should get paid.  Mr. Tandy went 

on to explain that the records for vacation and sick days were not great records and that the 

handbook did not state that the employee was required to fill out a time card.  There is some 

confusion with the policy and the sheets that were filled out, how many days were used, how 

many days are left over and the rate of pay, if the employee gets paid at their current rate or 

the rate of when each day was earned.  The Town Council President explained that he doesn't 

have a problem with the rate of pay but with the lack of documentation.  Council Member, 

Lori Brane explained that she appreciates Mr. Webb's service to our community over the years, 

that it is not the employees fault that the handbook is vague and the lack of records that were 

kept over the years, she believes that the Council should honor what the current handbook 

states.  Council Member, Janet Pattee said that she wants to be fair to Mr. Webb, he was a 



good employee and she thinks that he should be paid for his unused days but from now on 

better records be kept.  The Town Council wants a new, updated handbook in place and are 

currently working on one.  At the current rate of pay and 66 unused sick days, the Town would 

owe Mr. Webb $6,442.68.   A motion to pay Brett Webb $6,442.68 for his unused sick days was 

made by Lori Brane and seconded by Janet Pattee. The vote was 2/1.  The Council President 

voted against this due to the matter of principal.  

 

11. Thatcher Simpson has had a lemonade stand for the last several years during the La Fontaine 

Festival to help raise money for the park.  This year he had some help from his twin sisters, 

Elliana and Tianna Simpson.  The kids raised $78.50 for the park fund this year.  The Town 

Council is grateful for the kids hard work and dedication to the park and their community.  A 

picture was taken of the Simpson children and the Town Council, an article will be placed in 

the newspaper to show the Town's appreciation of what a wonderful thing is happening here 

in our community.   

 

12. Eva Simpson, Deputy Clerk has put in her two week notice.  The Town appreciates all of the 

work she has done. 

 

13. The Town Council President mentioned that an employee and several people were going 

around saying that the Town Council was doing something illegal.  Mr. Gillespie wants to assure 

the public that nothing like that is happening and that the Council is trying to fix things that 

have been wrong for a long time.  The Town Attorney said that if anyone has any questions 

about an issue, you can contact him and he would be happy to answer them.  He went on to 

explain that the Administrative Meetings are legal to have and that the Town Council is acting 

in the capacity of a Mayor, they do not make any decisions at these meetings, they just 

receive information.  The meetings are open to the public but these types of meetings do not 

have to be published for the date, content, place or time.   

     D.   Old Business 

1.   Rolling Meadows has had problems with their meter since August of 2015.  A new meter was put 

in and was discovered that it was not working properly either.  The new meter cost was $1,200.00, 

since the meter never worked correctly, a refund was asked for from EJP and we have never 

heard back from them about that.  Over the course of this time, for eight months they have either 

been over charged or under charged.  An average was figured from 2014's consumption, there 

were no problems during this time frame.  The average is 30,333 gallons per month, which would 

run $345.14 for their utility bill.  Town Superintendent, Paul Karst said he spoke with Mr. Nevers the 

administrator at Rolling Meadows, he said that he figured an average as well and came up with 

31,000 gallons and has no problem with the average and paying that bill for all eight months in 

question.  The Town Council asked Eva Simpson, Deputy Clerk to look into the Rolling Meadows bill.  

This adjustment was tabled, the motion was made by Jay Gillespie and seconded by Lori Brane.  

The vote was 3/0.   

      E.   Police Report 

      La Fontaine Marshall 

     Monthly Report for May 2016 

 Incoming Calls - 33 

 Accident Investigations - 0 

 Incident Reports - 3 

 Arrest -6 (Warrant - 0 / Traffic - 6) 

 Warnings - 4 ( Traffic - 2 / Ordinance Violations - 2 / No Trespassing - 0 ) 

  Assists - 2 ( Funeral - 1 / Agency - 1 / Lockout - 0 / Ambulance - 0 / Fire - 0 ) 

 Funds Received - $0.00 

 Sheriff's Department handled 11 calls for the month of May 

 Current Balance - $4,439.89 



       F.  Utility Report 

1. Water Department 

 

 After an unusually high water bill without any leaks or known cause, Pete and Michelle 

Dupont requested a new meter be put in at their residence.  The meter has been 

replaced on May 19th and is working properly. 

 

2. Wastewater Department 

 

 The pump at Lift Station #3 has been reinstalled on May 18th. 

 

3. Miscellaneous 

 

 The Town Superintendant has received two quotes for street paving from Gaunt & 

Sons and E & B Paving.  The quote from Gaunt & Sons is $30,240.00 and the quote from 

E & B is $45,685.00.  The Town Council would like to have at least three or more quotes.  

Eric Grafton with Brooks Construction was attending the meeting and would 

appreciate the opportunity to give a quote for street work.  The Council President 

asked if there could be a written procedure for receiving quotes, the Town Attorney 

said that a procedure could be set in place for receiving quotes and sealed bids, an 

Ordinance would need to be written and he will start working on that. 

 The INDOT grant for Road Funding has two major things that have to be done in able 

to receive the dollar for dollar match.  An Asset Management Plan must be done for 

every street in Town, each street must be measured, graded and a five year plan 

made for the upkeep and maintenance.  The deadline for the application is July 15, 

2016.   

 At the intersection of Wabash Avenue and Mason Street there is an issue where most 

of the pavement has been pushed up into the lawn.  It appears that the trash trucks 

are causing this problem when turning the corner due to the weight of the trucks.  The 

Town Superintendant doesn't think putting asphalt down will fix the problem, he 

suggested having someone look at it and possibly using concrete instead.   

 Still waiting for the metal to come in for the street signs.  That is why the new signs have 

not been put up yet.  

 The Town Superintendant, mentioned that there are numerous jobs that need to be 

done, such as installing new street signs, painting curbs, mowing and various other jobs 

that come up.  He brought up the fact that he is the only employee now and that he 

could use some summer help.  The idea of high school and college students paid at 

minimum wage, Boy Scouts, church groups doing community service or possible 

volunteers was brought up.  The question of liability came up with people volunteering, 

the Town Attorney said that they would have to sign a waiver to be able to volunteer.  

Council Member, Janet Pattee thinks a work study should be done to see if help is 

needed.   

 The Council President mentioned that next year the Clerk-Treasurer put in the billing 

several months in advance about the summer sprinkling credit for pool fills, so 

customers know what to do to receive a credit for filling their pools.   

 The Council President asked the Town Superintendant if the work that was done on the 

corner of Factory Street and Main Street was working and as of right now it is working 

properly.  The Town Superintendant will continue checking on the drains, making sure 

nothing is clogging them and that they are working. 

 A sinkhole on Main Street that was fixed, the cost was $364.00 

 The alarm at the Water Filter Plant has went off on Saturday and Monday.  The Town 

Superintendent will get in contact with Tim Hill to see about this issue.    

 Maxine Taylor asked who is responsible for the creek that runs through the Town.  She 

said that a dam is being created near her property.  A few people think it is either the 

County or DNR's responsibility to take care of.  Donna Shook said that the creek runs 

behind her property as well and when she was at the County Surveyor's Office that 



they measured it and that the Town is responsible for the creek.  The Town Council 

President will look into this. 

      G. Clerk-Treasurer Report 

1.  The monthly reports for May 2016, were prepared for the Town Council to review and sign.  The 

monthly reports consist of: 

 Fund Report 

 Revenue Report 

 Appropriation Report 

 Allowance Docket (Payroll) 

 Accounts Payable Vouchers (APV's) 

 Adjustment Signature Page 

 Check Register for May 

2.  On May 18, 2016, 27 disconnect letters were sent out to customers that are 60 days past due on 

their accounts.  The letters stated the amount owed, the date and time of  when their service 

would be shut off due to nonpayment.  The disconnect date was June 1, 2016 at 9 am if payment 

was not received.  All payments were received and no customers had their service disconnected.   

3.  The new wastewater rates were put into effect during the May billing cycle.  The rates were 

checked by Umbaugh that did our rate study and everything looked okay.  After processing the 

billing it was noticed that the flat fees for wastewater were not correct.  After checking with the 

Keystone software, the flat rates have to be entered manually.  This has been corrected and the 

flat rates will correct on the June billing.  The wastewater rate increased by $2.06 for a minimum bill. 

4.  Several residents expressed that they could not use the dumpsters during the Town Clean Up 

due to the two days it was available, they suggested that it would be easier  to use them over the 

weekend when more people have the opportunity to utilize the dumpsters.  

5.  Fund #257 has been created for the State Distribution that was received by the Town for road 

improvements.   The Council has received information about the matching grant money that 

INDOT is giving out along with this distribution.  To be able to receive the grant an asset 

management plan needs to be done, which consists of a 5 year plan for every road in the Town, 

the grading of each road and the sidewalks that need to be addressed to meet ADA 

requirements.  A Title VI Plan also needs to be started as well for INDOT to accept applications for 

the dollar for dollar matching grant.   

6.  Adjustments that needed to be done this month: 

 Account #1139002 - They had their water shut off on April 12, 2016.  The account was not 

shut off in the computer and it generated a minimum bill for them that is shouldn't have.  

The reading is the same reading as the day it was shut off and showed 0 consumption.  

$75.03 needs to be taken off due to this error.  The motion was made by Janet Pattee and 

seconded by Lori Brane.  The vote was 3 to 0. 

 Account #1012003 - The meter quit working, a new meter was installed and wasn't working 

properly for several months.  There are several months that need corrected due to these 

issues.  An average over a 12 month time frame was figured and the bill was figured at the 

consumption that was averaged.  This adjustment was tabled. 

 Account #3100005 - The customer moved out and paid the final bill.  The account was not 

shut off in the computer and was estimated the next month and created a minimum bill.  

The customer called in and would like to have that taken off.  This adjustment was tabled. 

 Account #3115000 - Last month we adjusted their bill from a water leak.  The leak ran into 

both billing cycles and they asked to have the wastewater adjusted on the May bill as 

well.  The difference is $15.68.  The motion was made by Lori Brane and seconded by 

Janet Pattee.  The vote was 3 to 0. 

6.  The bills that need approval by the Town Council: 



 La Fontaine Gravel, Inc. - (22.67 ton gravel) - $306.18 

 North Central Co-Op - (87 E-10 Plus Fuel) - $518.75 

 EJP - (chamber gasket/strainer/casing gasket for meter repair) - $306.60 

 USA Blue Book - (Self-stirring probe for sewer) - $734.18 

 State Board of Accounts (SBOA) - (last payment for the Water Audit done in 2011) - 

$1,748.50 

 Inguard - (Package C) - $5,738.000 

 Inguard - (Business Auto Package) - $1,470.00 

 Inguard - (2016 Workman's Comp Renewal) - $6,078.00 

 Boyce Systems - (police tickets) - $24.21 

 Indiana Association of Cities & Towns (IACT) (Clerk-Treasurers School & Budget Workshop) - 

$210.00 

 Indoff - (hanging file folders/paper tape) - $38.96 

 Indoff - (trash bags for the park) - $22.03 

 The Paper - (add for weed ordinance) - $59.95 

 TSC - (oil/filter for mower) - $24.47 

 BBC Pump & Equipment (sewer lift station repairs) - $2,412.50 

 Clerk-Treasurer's Mileage (March/April/May 2016) - $288.64 

 A1 Janitorial Supply (powdered drain sewer opener) - $499.50 

 Snyder Tire & Battery (mower & police car repair) - $44.00 

 USA Blue Book - (reactor 110V for Sewer Plant) - $970.83 

 Dale Johnson (Water Operator contract) - $600.00  

TOTAL BILLS: $22,095.30 

     H. Adjournment 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:50 PM.  Lori Brane made the motion to adjourn the meeting, Janet Pattee 

seconded the motion.  The Council was all in favor.  The next regular meeting will be at 7:00 PM on Monday 

July 11, 2016 in the Town Hall located at 13 W. Branson Street, La Fontaine, IN 46940.   

 

________________________________ 

Minutes submitted by:  Cynthia Erb 

 

_________________________________ 

Jay Gillespie, Council President 

 

_________________________________ 

Janet Pattee, Council Member 

 

_________________________________ 

Lori Brane, Council Member 


