
Town of La Fontaine 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

PO Box 207                                                                            Telephone: (765)981-4591 

13 West Branson Street                                                                     Fax: (765)981-4593 

La Fontaine, IN  46940 

 

Meeting Minutes 

Monday May 9, 2016 

Opening: 

The regular meeting of the La Fontaine Town Council was called to order at 7:00 PM on Monday May 9, 

2016 in the Town Hall by Council President Jay Gillespie. 

Present: 

Town Council: Jay Gillespie, Janet Pattee, Lori Brane 

               Others: Cynthia Erb, Jordan Tandy, Paul Karst, Eva Simpson, Gary Wood, Cece Wood, Maxine 

Taylor, Donna Nose, John Petro, Sharon Petro, Fredrick K. Arven, Idris Krhin, Pete Dupont, Charles Chambers, 

Jed Derck, Chuck Cable, Jack Davis, Pat Davis, Dan Snyder, Tom Simpson, Donna Shook, Dennis Jones and 

Greg Houser. 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

B. Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting were unanimously approved as distributed for the regular April 

11, 2016 meeting.  A motion to pass the minutes was made by Lori Brane, it was seconded by Janet 

Pattee.  The Town Council was all in favor.   

 

The Town Council had a administrative meeting on May 8, 2016.  The minutes were taken by Janet 

Pattee.  A motion to pass the administrative meeting minutes was made by Lori Brane, it was 

seconded by Janet Pattee.  The Town Council was all in favor. 

 

       C.   New Business 

 

1. A customer at 115 Clear Creek had a water leak that was between the meter and their trailer.  

The utility bill was extremely high and fell under the criteria to be adjusted.  The Council looked 

at the billing and decided that an adjustment could be made to bring the wastewater down 

to their regular monthly bill.  

 

2. Donna Shook, owner of the Grant Shores Apartments approached the Town Council about 

changing her existing 1 1/2 inch meter to a 5/8 inch meter to lower the monthly cost of her 

utility bill.  She explained that she has one renter out of eight apartments and that she isn't 

bringing in enough from the rent to cover the cost of the utility bill.  Currently the cost of a 1 1/2 

inch meter is $260.16 per month for 2000 gallons or less.  She said that it is not fair that she has to 

pay for something she isn't using and that her cost should be the same as customer's that have 

a 5/8 inch meter.  It was explained that there is a billing procedure in place and that it must be 

followed.  The previous Town Council had said that Mrs. Shook could change the meters at no 

cost to the Town and within a given two month time frame.  The work didn't get done during 

the time frame and she wants to be able to still change it.  There are a couple of issues in 



doing this, eight meters will not fit into the existing meter pit and the pipes will have to be 

changed to fit.  A motion was made to keep the 1 1/2 inch meter the way it is and to bill 

$260.19 a month by Lori Brane, the other Council Members did not seconded the motion.  This 

issue has been tabled and will be addressed in the future.   

 

3. There were concerns about not having port-a-pots at the park for the Metro League teams 

while they were playing baseball in the park.  The Metro League is responsible for supplying the 

things they need to operate effectively.  This issue has been taken care of and there is a port-

a-pot in the park now.   

 

4. Denny Jones wanted the Town Council to know that his Wastewater Certification needed to 

be renewed and explained what he would need to do to have it renewed.  He asked the 

Town Council if they would want him to renew his license so he could help if the Wastewater 

Operator was on vacation or in case of an emergency.  The Town Council mentioned that the 

Town has a contract with Denny Jones for being the Water Operator until December 2016 and 

that they didn't know what would happen in the future.  No decisions  were made on this topic 

because the Town Council has no control over Mr. Jones's permit since he is a sub-contractor.  

 

5. The Town's Wastewater Operator, Brett Webb gave his two week notice on April 19, 2016.  A 

three month contract was made with Lance Gray to be the Town's Wastewater Operator 

starting May 4, 2016.  A motion was made to hire Lane Gray as a contracted Wastewater 

Operator by Lori Brane and seconded by Janet Pattee.  The vote was 3 to 0. 

 

6. A ratification of the contract for the Town Attorney, Jordan Tandy was done.  A motion was 

made by Lori Brane and seconded by Janet Pattee.  The vote was 3 to 0. 

 

7. There was a discussion about the procedure to fill pools.  It was mentioned that a meter could 

be given to the customers that would attach to a garden hose so we would have the correct 

amount of gallons that it took to fill each pool and then to be able to adjust their bill 

accordingly.  This issue was tabled and will be brought up in a future meeting. 

 

8. Town Council President, Jay Gillespie purchased with his own money the equipment that is 

needed for confined space entry.  This equipment can be used to get into manholes or to be 

able to go down into the pump stations to remove pumps if they are in need of repair per the 

requirements of OSHA.  This could be a cost savings for the Town instead of hiring the work 

done.  The equipment cost $2,500.00. 

 

9. Wastewater Operator, Lance Gray mentioned that the Wastewater Treatment Plant needs 

some equipment that costs $710.00 and that there needs to be signs that say danger placed 

across the catwalks for safety and to limit access to the wastewater facility.  This will addressed 

as soon as possible. 

 

10. The Town Council President mentioned that we should start putting money into the water and 

wastewater depreciation funds.  There are several things that need repaired and updated that 

we cannot afford to do at this point in time.  The amount to put into the funds was not decided 

on. 

     D.   Old Business 

1.   The Town Council President, Jay Gillespie will be talking to Steve Holly from the Metropolitan 

School District (MSD) about them changing their water meter back to a 1 1/2 inch meter.   

2.  At the intersection of Factory and Main Streets, there has been an issue with the water 

bypassing the drains and running down the hill on Main Street causing some residents' basements 

to flood during heavy rains.  A channel has been dug so the water should run in the drains now.  

This will be something that will be checked on after heavy rains to make sure it is working properly. 

3.   The meter at Rolling Meadows has to be rebuilt.  EJP will be here on May 11 to help with that 

process.  



4.  It was brought up at the last meeting that the La Fontaine Liberty Township Fire Department 

should be paying for a percentage of the fuel costs that the Town acquires.  The Clerk-Treasurer 

called the Liberty Township Trustee, Patty Godfroy and she is looking into what was the agreement 

between the Town and the Fire Department.  The Town only has the grasshopper mower that runs 

on diesel and three vehicles that use regular fuel.  The Fire Department has three vehicles that run 

on regular fuel and the rest are diesel.  No decisions were made on this issue. 

5.  It was brought up again about putting a master meter in at Fountainvue Mobile Home Park.  

There used to be one meter there but was changed to individual meters when the park expanded.  

It was mentioned that there is a contract between the Town and Fountainvue but it was old and 

has changed hands several times since the original contract was made.  It was explained that 

since they are outside of the Town's limits that we can establish a rate for their service and the 

hydrant rental.  The Town Superintendent will look into the cost, rates and if it needs to be done.  

No decisions were made on this issue. 

      E.   Police Report 

      La Fontaine Marshall 

     Monthly Report for April 2016 

 Incoming Calls - 43 

 Accident Investigations - 0 

 Incident Reports - 0 

 Arrest -1 (Warrant - 1) 

 Warnings - 7 ( Traffic - 5 / Ordinance Violations - 2 / No Trespassing - 0 ) 

  Assists - 6 ( Funeral - 1 / Agency - 3 / Lockout - 2 / Ambulance - 0 / Fire - 0 ) 

 Funds Received - $50.00 

 Current Balance - $4,489.39 

       F.  Utility Report 

1. Water Department 

 

 Nothing to report. 

 

2. Wastewater Department 

 

 BBC brought back the pump from Lift Station #3, it is still not operating properly.  They 

took it back for further testing on April 27, 2016. 

 A vacuum pump was ordered for the Test Lab and was received on May 4, 2016.  

 

3. Miscellaneous 

 

 Street signs were ordered from Wabash City.  We should receive them in 2-3 weeks. 

 Town Clean Up is scheduled for May 11 and 12, the dumpsters have been ordered.  

Residents can start bringing their trash to the dumpsters at 8 am on Thursday morning 

and it will end at 4 pm on Friday. 

      G. Clerk-Treasurer Report 

1.  The monthly reports for April 2016, were prepared for the Town Council to review and sign.  The 

monthly reports consist of: 

 Fund Report 

 Revenue Report 

 Appropriation Report 

 Allowance Docket (Payroll) 

 Accounts Payable Vouchers (APV's) 



 Adjustment Signature Page 

2.  The Sensus software worked and had no problems this month. 

3.   All the information that Indiana American Water needed to complete their estimate for the 

utilities was sent to them.  Ryan Smith made it sound like they would be attending the June 

meeting, waiting to hear back from them. 

4.  The Town Council President needs to be added to the Town's bank accounts.  The Clerk-

Treasurer and Council President need to go to Grant County State Bank to fill out the paperwork 

and bring two forms of ID. 

5.  All the paperwork is filled out and sent to the Thompson Group.  Waiting to hear back from 

them. 

6.  There were 5 adjustments for adding reconnect fees to customer's bills for having the water shut 

off due to nonpayment.  The three adjustments that were approved by the Town Council at the 

April meeting have been adjusted and fixed. 

7.  Keystone was notified on April 12 that the rate increase will be implemented in the May billing 

cycle.  The signed Ordinance was sent to them and an agreement was signed.  They will be 

working on the updates.  As soon as the rates are in place from Keystone, Umbaugh will check and 

make sure they are figured correctly. 

8.  29 disconnect letters were sent out on April 19.  The letters are sent to customers that are in a 60 

day past due status, they state on the letter the amount owed to avoid shut off and the due date.  

The disconnect date was April 26 at 9 am.  On April 25, we put 15 final notices on customers' doors 

letting them know the amount of the payment due before 9 am to avoid shut off.  We shut off 5 

customers water, one customer cannot be shut off due to being a wastewater customer only.  

9.  The Clerk-Treasurer called the IRS to check on the status of the back taxes that were owed and 

to make sure everything is updated.  The IRS sent a letter stating that the penalties had been 

removed.  After speaking with Mr. Smith at the IRS he said everything is up to date and that we will 

receive a refund check for $1.15 from an overpayment.   

10.   The Clerk-Treasurer attended several training opportunities this month.  The Indiana Association 

of Cities & Towns Roundtable at Charley Creek in Wabash.  They explained that the State has a 

surplus in road funding this year and that La Fontaine will be receiving $40,392.62.  A new fund will 

need to be created for this money, Fund #257 LOIT Special Distribution.  Per Indiana Code 6-3.6-9-

17(h)(1)(A), 75% ($30,294.47) of the distribution will go into Fund 257 and the remaining money 

($10,098.15) will go into the Rainy Day Fund.  We can apply for additional grants from INDOT, it is a 

two step process and the applications will be due by May 31 and July 3. 

On April 21, INDOT and ADA had a training course in Laport, Indiana.  They explained that every 

community has to have a Title VI plan started as well as a ADA Transition plan.  The same day 

Region 3A had their meeting in Columbia City.  They had a good presentation about having a 

maintenance plan set in place for the utilities.  I spoke with Marc from Utility Service Group, he is 

willing to come look at our system and give us suggestions on what they would do to keep the 

utilities running smoothly and effectively. 

The Alliance of Indiana Rural Water had a class on May 4 about effective management of 

municipal utilities.  After attending this class, there are several things we could work on to better our 

utility. 

 A business plan for the utilities. 

 Water/Wastewater budgets. 

 Standard operating procedures. 

 Written job descriptions and crossed trained. 



11.   Rex Collins Electric fixed the breaker box and buried the electric lines at the park.  They did this 

at no cost to the Town.  The Town appreciates the work they did and will be sending them a thank 

you.   

12.  The office was closed on May 3, 2016 for Election Day. 

13.  Chris, a representative from Congresswoman Jackie Walorski's office will be here on May 31, 

2016 from 3 pm to 4 pm.  This is for local residents to come in, ask questions or express concerns that 

they might have for the Congresswoman. 

14.  The first payment for the new employee health insurance has been made with Athem Blue 

Cross and Blue Shield.  This is a savings of $673.00 a month. 

15.  There were 8 bills that needed approval by the Town Council: 

 Servisoft EcoWater (5 gallon distilled water X3) - $22.25 

 Indoff Inc. (adding machine) - $84.99 

 Tractor Supply Co. (oil/fluid for tractor) - $77.46 

 State Board of Accounts (half payment for Water Audit from 2011) - $3,497.00 

 ILMCT 80th Annual Conference & SBOA School (June 5-9) - $400.00 

 Snyder Tire & Battery (flat tire repair for tractor) - $42.50 

 Indiana 811 (12 tickets/Qrtly fee) - $11.40 

 HACH (pump/vacuum) - $676.67 

TOTAL BILLS: $4,812.27 

     H. Adjournment 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.  Lori Brane made the motion to adjourn the meeting, Janet Pattee 

seconded the motion.  The Council was all in favor.  The next regular meeting will be at 7:00 PM on Monday 

June 13, 2016 in the Town Hall located at 13 W. Branson Street, La Fontaine, IN 46940.   

 

________________________________ 

Minutes submitted by:  Cynthia Erb 

 

_________________________________ 

Jay Gillespie, Council President 

 

_________________________________ 

Janet Pattee, Council Member 

 

_________________________________ 

Lori Brane, Council Member 


